What is stewardship?
Stewardship is the prayerful work of managing
our time, talent and treasure to bring about God’s
kingdom on earth. At Trinity, we believe that
stewardship is a part of our spiritual journey and
our relationship with God.

What is a pledge?
A pledge is your commitment to make a financial
gift that supports the mission of Trinity Church. It is
a response to God’s call and abundance in our own
lives; it is a statement of thanksgiving.

Why do we need annual pledges?
How can I trust that the money I give
will be spent wisely?
Annual pledges support everything we do and are
at Trinity Church. Your gift is spent on all aspects
of our worship, outreach, and community life,
including nearly 300 services held each year—
including the recent addition of the Sunday night
Taizé service—and more than 14,000 clergy hours
dedicated to preaching, teaching, and pastoral care.
With your help, last year we were able to offer 27
Sunday “Year of the Bible” forums that reached, on
average, more than 200 adults per week in person
and more through our website. Together we have
affected, in ways both large and small, the lives of
the 166,000 people who crossed Trinity’s threshold
in 2013-2014. And through the community nurtured
by your gifts, we have equipped and empowered
countless disciples to work for God’s justice both
within and beyond our walls.
In order to know what we can do each year, we
need to receive pledge commitments on which
to develop an annual budget. Decisions about
spending are made by our Clergy and our Vestry,
the church’s governing body whose membership
is drawn from and elected by parishioners like
you every spring. These people are committed
to prayerfully listening to parishioners and the
promptings of the Holy Spirit as they make
decisions about the church’s budget.

Don’t the contributions made
in the weekly offering cover our expenses?

How much should I give with
an annual pledge?

Weekly non-pledge offerings amount to
approximately 3% of our annual budgeted
revenue. The single most important source of
funding for our ministries, however, comes from
the payment of pledges made during our annual
stewardship campaign. These gifts provide
52% of the church’s income. The draw from
our endowment provides an additional 24% of
budgeted income, and the remaining 21% comes
from other sources such as our bookshop, tours,
and fees for activities.

We believe strongly that our standard of giving
should reflect our standard of living. We ask each
parishioner to consider making a pledge that is
both responsible and significant based on his or
her financial situation. A tithe (10% of your income)
has long been held as the standard of Christian
giving. For most it is a goal to be reached through
incremental increases each year. At Trinity, every
pledge, no matter what amount, makes a valued
contribution to our mission and ministry.

How many pledges a year do we get?
Do people pledge large amounts?
We are grateful for every pledge, large and small,
that allows us to plan our commitments to our staff
and programs each year. For 2014, 768 households
pledged regular support to Trinity Church. The
average pledge was $3,573 ($298/month).
Last year, one-third of households (260) made
pledges in amounts of less than $750; all pledges
of all amounts are critical to help support a 2014
budget of $5,723,820.

Can’t we just rely on the endowment?
We do have an endowment generously left to us
by previous generations of Trinity parishioners.
This extraordinary legacy would quickly disappear,
however, if we relied on it as the primary source of
parish support year after year. Such a policy would
be irresponsible toward the Trinity parishioners
who will follow us. Therefore staff salaries, program
expenses, and the ongoing cost to open our doors
to serve the parish and the city every day rely
primarily on support from the living parish.

Stewardship
at Trinity Church

Giving stems from our
recognition that God’s grace
permeates our lives…
Why does giving to the church
matter spiritually?

The smile of welcome
on the usher’s face.
The open arms of the
priest at the altar, as
ancient words echo
through the immense
space: “The Lord be
with you.” A warm
cup of coffee or bowl
of soup with friends.
Countless people
are touched by such
moments and many
more at Trinity Church,
week after week. God is indeed here with us.

We believe pledging is an important Christian
spiritual practice, enabling us to grow intentionally
in gratitude and generosity in every part of our
lives. Giving stems from our recognition that God’s
grace permeates our lives, and pledging to Trinity
allows us to practice gratefully responding to that
grace. It is the first step in cultivating a broader
practice of generous living, shaping not only how
we use our financial resources but also how we
share our gifts of time and talent with others.
Regular giving also teaches us to more deeply trust
the One who said, “Is not life more than food, and
the body more than clothing?” (Matt. 6:25b)
Giving to Trinity not only enables the church itself
to do good work; your gifts cultivate a community
of generous people, the yeast that leavens the
whole dough. (Matt. 13:33)

Join Us on the Journey—Pledge Today
Pledge online today at
trinitychurchboston.org/pledge or
request a pledge card from Director
of Stewardship Kelsey Rice Bogdan
at 617-536-0944 or kbogdan@
trinitychurchboston.org. Pledge cards are
also available throughout the church.
Please make your pledge by Sunday, November
16, when we will gather our gifts and offer them to
God in thanksgiving for the grace in our midst.
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Recognizing the grace we experience,
responding with the practice of gratitude,
and sharing what we have so that
God’s grace might grow lies at the
heart of our Christian journey.
Stewardship season at Trinity
helps us learn together how
to take the next step toward
more grateful and generous
lives. Following our call to
Pray, Love, Serve in the
coming year, we invite you to
deepen your practice of gratitude
with a gift to God through
Trinity Church.
The following “frequently asked questions” can
help you explore what that means for you in 2015.

